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a  milestone  in  buddhist  literature  this  comprehensive  presentation  of  the
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practice of dhamma shows how it can quench the dissatisfaction and suffering
common in our lives dhamma a pali word meaning law of nature or truth but
commonly  used  to  refer  to  the  overall  body  of  buddhist  teachings  has  the
potential  to  fundamentally  change  one  s  life  in  this  comprehensive  set  of
teachings buddhadasa bhikkhu perhaps the most influential thai buddhist of the
twentieth century introduces the dhamma to lay practitioners in a relatable and
powerful way beginning with an extensive discussion of spiritual practice and
moving into specific teachings on dhamma this book will be an indispensable
resource for theravada buddhists insight meditation practitioners and all readers
interested in a profoundly committed modern approach to the buddhist path

how did early buddhists actually encounter the seminal texts of their religion
what were the attitudes held by monks and laypeople toward the written and
oral  pali  traditions  in  this  pioneering  work  daniel  veidlinger  explores  these
questions in the context of the northern thai kingdom of lan na drawing on a vast
array  of  sources  including  indigenous  chronicles  reports  by  foreign  visitors
inscriptions and palm leaf manuscripts he traces the role of written buddhist
texts in the predominantly oral milieu of northern thailand from the fifteenth to
the  nineteenth  centuries  veidlinger  examines  how  the  written  word  was
assimilated  into  existing  buddhist  and  monastic  practice  in  the  region
considering the use of manuscripts for textual study and recitation as well as the
place  of  writing  in  the  cultic  and  ritual  life  of  the  faithful  he  shows  how
manuscripts fit into the economy describes how they were made and stored and
highlights the understudied issue of the cult of the book in theravâda buddhism
looking  at  the  wider  theravâda  world  veidlinger  argues  that  manuscripts  in
burma  and  sri  lanka  played  a  more  central  role  in  the  preservation  and
dissemination  of  buddhist  texts  by  offering  a  detailed  examination  of  the
motivations  driving  those  who  sponsored  manuscript  production  this  study
draws  attention  to  the  vital  role  played  by  forest  dwelling  monastic  orders
introduced from sri lanka in the development of lan na s written pali heritage it
also considers the rivalry between those monks who wished to preserve the older
oral tradition and monks rulers and laypeople who supported the expansion of
the new medium of writing

this new pariyatti edition brings together eight essays of bhikkhu bodhi five of
which were earlier published in academic journals and volumes and three not
published before most of  the essays are critical  responses to various modern
interpretations of the dhamma that the author considers to be at odds with the
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buddha s teachings in particular as transmitted and interpreted by the theravāda
school  of  buddhism  the  other  essays  are  in  depth  discussions  of  important
buddhist doctrinal terms

of  all  the  buddhist  writings  the  dhammapada  known  for  its  accessibility  is
perhaps the best primer of teachings on the dhamma or moral path of life cleary
provides an enlightening introduction that puts the work into historical cultural
and religious perspective offering helpful  and insightful  commentary in  each
section two color design throughout

this volume offers a complete translation of the samyutta nikaya the connected
discourses of the buddha the third of the four great collections in the sutta pitaka
of the pali canon the samyutta nikaya consists of fifty six chapters each governed
by a unifying theme that binds together the buddha s suttas or discourses the
chapters are organized into five major parts the first the book with verses is a
compilation of suttas composed largely in verse this book ranks as one of the
most inspiring compilations in the buddhist canon showing the buddha in his full
grandeur as the peerless teacher of gods and humans the other four books deal
in  depth with  the philosophical  principles  and meditative  structures  of  early
buddhism they combine into orderly chapters all the important short discourses
of the buddha on such major topics as dependent origination the five aggregates
the six sense bases the seven factors of enlightenment the noble eightfold path
and the four noble truths among the four large nikayas belonging to the pali
canon the samyutta nikaya serves as the repository for the many shorter suttas of
the buddha where he discloses his radical insights into the nature of reality and
his unique path to spiritual emancipation this collection it seems was directed
mainly at those disciples who were capable of grasping the deepest dimensions
of  wisdom  and  of  clarifying  them  for  others  and  also  provided  guidance  to
meditators intent on consummating their efforts with the direct realization of the
ultimate truth the present work begins with an insightful general introduction to
the samyutta nikaya as a whole each of the five parts is also provided with its own
introduction intended to guide the reader through this vast ocean like collection
of suttas to further assist the reader the translator has provided an extensive body
of notes clarifying various problems concerning both the language and the mean

the present work offers a complete translation of the aguttara nikya the fourth
major collection in the sutta piṭaka or basket of discourses belonging to the pali
canon
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drawn from the buddha s teachings contemporary literature and the author s
own life this collection of stories anecdotes and aphorisms provides inspiration
and refreshment for practitioners of  meditation a sympathetic observant and
compassionate voice drives these narratives offering practitioners guidance and
strength in their pursuit of eternal bliss the anecdotes pair lasting truths with
contemporary concepts pointing to dharma in all things from a shoe repair shop
to the world wide with one story poem or aphorism per page buddhism s ancient
wisdoms are presented in an easily digestible format
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